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numerals allied with nine consonants and five vowels as
symbols, and thus in a measure anticipating the modern
Dewey system of library classification. Leibniz also appears
to have been the first to foresee the possibility of a synthetic
language constructed from word roots in natural languages.
In 1795, the third year of the French Revolution, Delormel
presented to the National Convention a project based on the
decimal system, which aimed at " uniting the peoples by
the delicate bonds of brotherhood " through the medium of
a common logical and regular language, because " national
languages present at each step irregularities which make them
difficult and demand a long time to learn ".

Conning to more modern times, in the i88o's, J. M,
Schleyer, a Roman Catholic priest, succeeded in constructing
a new language, called Volapuk, by building it up from the
roots of words in existing languages, but after some progress
the effort failed because the grammar was very involved, it
was very difficult to identify the distorted monosyllabic roots,
and the inventor refused to countenance any attempt at
reform.

In 1921 the British Association published a careful and
comprehensive report on the subject, prepared by a com-
mittee representing humanistic as well as scientific interests;
and in collaboration with the chief associations concerned
with classical and modern languages as well as by consulta-
tion with a number of learned societies.

The British Association Committee was appointed after
the International Research Council, at a meeting in Brussels
in 1919, had taken up the question of an international
auxiliary language and recommended the formation of an
international committee to enquire into the position and
outlook of the subject. It was hoped that a central inter-
national organization would be formed, under the League
of Nations, and be empowered to make the final selection
of the international auxiliary language, if feasible, and to
take measures to ensure for it the greatest possible degree